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BIG  GAME  INVENTORY  FOR  1959 


Compiled  in  Bird  and  Manmal  Laboratories 

Branch  of  Wildlife  Research 

BUREAU  OF  SPORT  FISHERIES  AND  WILDLIFE 


This  Inventory  again  summarizes  figures  from  the  various  States 
as  the  best  information  available  on  the  abundance  of  big-game 
species  at  the  end  of  the  calendar  year  1959.   These  State  summaries 
of  kill  and  population  figures  of  big  game,  including  the  nvnnbers  on 
State  Parks  and  Refuges  (page  4) ,  have  been  supplied  by  the  State 
game  departments.   However,  five  States  (Arizona,  Missouri,  Ohio, 
South  Carolina,  Virginia)  which  reported  data  for  parks  and  refuges 
in  1958  have  not  segregated  these  numbers  for  1959.   Alaska  and 
Hawaii  are  included  in  this  summary  for  the  first  time. 

The  U.  S.  National  Park  Service  and  the  Branch  of  Wildlife 
Refuges,  U.  S.  Fish  and  Wildlife  Service,  supplied  data  on  the  areas 
under  their  supervision  (page  4) .  Similar  figures  are  available  from 
the  Forest  Service,  U.  S.  Department  of  Agriculture,  for  game  popula- 
tions on  National  Forests;  these  figures  are  here  included  in  those 
reported  for  the  several  States . 

It  should  be  stressed  that  population  figures  reported  are 
estimates  only,  based  on  the  most  accurate  data  available,  but  still 
not  precise  measurements.   In  view  of  this,  the  practice  continues 
for  some  States  to  report  only  an  indication  of  trend,  rather  than  an 
estimated  figure  of  total  abundance  of  a  species.   In  most  cases, this 
serves  as  a  rough  guide  as  to  whether  a  species  has  increaised,  de- 
creased, or  remained  relatively  constant  in  a  particular  area  during 
the  past  year. 
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PART  1.— Species  Reported  by  Western  and  Eastern  States,  1959 


STATE 


MOOSE 


Kill       Pop. est. 


ELK 


Kill 


Pop. est. 

900  M 

5,000  M 

2,600  S 

S 

s 

400  s 
11,000  u 

45,000  S 

200  S 

300  S 

5,000  S 

38,000  S 

M 

1,200  M 
25  S 

12  L 

75  S 

100  S 


raiTE-TAILED 
DEER 


Kill 


Pop. est. 


BLACK  BEAR 


Kill  Pop.  est 


WILD  TURKEY 


Kill 


I^op.est, 


Alaska  *..... 

Arizona 

California. . . 

Colorado 

Hawaii  *• 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico. . . 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Texas 

Utah 

Washington. . . 
Wyoming. . . . . . 


4.,  000  AC 


58  D 
400  F 
NOS 


..  S/L 


5  AD 
NOS 
659  AF 


100  S 
....  S 


Alabama 

Arkansas 

Connecticut.... 

Delaware 

Florida 

C-2Grgia 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Iowa 

Kentucky 

Louisiana. . . . . . 

Maine 

Maryland 

Massachusetts. . 

Michigan 

Minnesota 

Mississippi. . . . 

Missouri 

New  Hampshire. . 

New  Jersey 

New  York  +  . . . . 
North  Carolina. 

Ohio 

Pennsylvania. . . 
Rhode  Island... 
South  Carolina. 

Tennessee 

Vermont 

Virginia 

West  Virginia. . 
Wisconsin 


NOS 


3,000  S 


NOS 
NOS 


30  S 
1,400  M+ 


NOS  3  C 


60+S 


20  S 


160  BC 
392  F 


10,820  ABCDF 


13,858  F 
15,300  F 


NOS 
750  AF 


8,975  DF 
45  CD 

5  E 
1,220  ACD 
6,970  ACF 
9,266  AF 


NOS 
NOS 


NOS   C 


NOS 


5  C 


5,454  F 


11,300  ACF 

NOS 
26,300  F 

1,085  A 


1,000  AF 
28,121  F 
2,469  A 

100 

8,000  D 

155,000  ABCE 


9,360  ACF 
I 


8,430  C 
12,280  ABC 
882  D 
564  A 
12,000  F 
8,000  ABC 
2,727  A 
828  D 
2,731  BCD 
2,000  AD 


I 

A 

A 

AD 

F 


1,984 
41,735 

4,564 

3,771 
117,200 
105,000  FD 

8,000  AB 
16,400  D 

8,865  DI 
10,842  AD 
42,306 
20,000  E 

2,960  ADF 
90,172  D 
1  D 
12,000  AC 

1,924  AD 
11,268  D 
28,968  A 
19,678  AB 
105,596  A 


Total. 


5,125 


X 


67,766 


981,865 


27,500  S 
S 

s 

7,568  M 

I 

18,000  S 
70,000+S 
17,000  M 
1,500  S 
85,000  M 
1,600,000  M 

65,000  S 
I 

88,300  M 

110,000  M 

8,500  S 

6,000  M 

95,000  M 

60,000  U 

M 

11,500  M 
13,101  M 
54,000  M 

M 

180,000  S 

28,000  M 

20,000+S 

650,000  S 

400,000  M 

110,000  M 

275,000  M 

40,000  L 

48,820  M 

375,000  S 

200,000  S 

L 

300,000  L 

1,000  S 

75,000  M 

28,000  U 

175,000  S 

203,000  M 

75,000  M 

500,000+S 

X 


1,500  C 

130  F 
1,016  D 

555  ABCDF 


....  M 

600  S 
....  S 


2,366  F 
1,500  F 


NOS 
300  AF 


1,000 


6,200  F 
176  AF 


125  BC 
25  BC 


NOS 
1,675 

F 

' ' 960  F 
600  CDG 

NOS 
136 

D 

433 

1,000 

E 

296  D 


12  AD 
246  D 
361  A 

55  AB 
579  A 


M 


25  3 
2,000  S 


10,000  S 


20 

200 
30,000 


80  S 


1,000  M 
500  S 


s 

7,000  S 


7,000  S 

s 

30  S 

20  M 

700+S 

3,500  S 
10,000  S 

900  S 


250  S 
3,000  S 
1,800  M 

500  S 
2,000+S 


1,108  F 


506  ABCDF 
NOS 


NOS 
375  A 


2,200  AF 


NOS 

410  D 
7,500  BE 
NOS 


686  F 

6,050  C 
317  ABC 


15,000  F 
3,500  ABC 


NOS 


129  AC 
900  C 


NOS 

1,425 
NOS 


ABH 


250  AB 
2,500  E 
NOS 
15,228  C 


1,400  C 
87  AD 

3,671  A 
1,513  A 

NOS 


21,246 


X 


64,755 


27,000  S 
1,500+S 

U 

-25  + 

200  M 

115 

25,000  S 

L 

6,000  M 
M 

500  S 

s 

58,393  M 
8,000  S 

60,000  L 
30,000  U 

100  M 

1,425  M 
S/M 

1,  500  M 

1,100  M 

25,000  M 
5,200  M 

4,000  M 

15,000  S 

400  M 

40,000  S 

18,000  U 

10,000  M 

18, 500  M 

9,000  M 

S 


Determination  of  kill : 

Methods  used  by  game  wardens  and  technicians 

A  -  checking  stations 

B  -  interviews 

C  -  general  field  observations 
State  central  office  methods  - 

D  -  license  stubs  or  card  returns 

E  -  ranchers'  coupons 

F  -  questionnaire  to  license  holders 


NOS  -  no  open  season 
Population  trend  from  1958  to  1959: 
L  -  less 
M  -  more 
S  -  same 
S/L  -  same  or  less 
S/M  -  same  or  more 


X  -  No  total  population  estimate  listed,  because  of  the 
*"ailure  of  some  States  to  report  any  figure. 


PART  2.— Species  Reported  by  Western  States  Only,  1959 


STATE 


GRIZZLY 
BEAR 


Kill   Pop. est. 


MULE  DEER 


Kill 


Pop. est. 


BLACK-TAILED 
DEER 


Kill 


Pop. est. 


PRONGHORN 
ANTELOPE 


Kill 


Pop. est. 


MOUNTAIN 
CARIBOU 


Kill.   Pop.  est. 


Alaska  * 

Arizona 

California. . . 

Colorado 

Hawaii  * 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Minnesota. . . . 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico. .. 
North  Dakota. 

OklELhoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Texas 

Utah 

Washington. . . 
Wyoming 


150  C 


NOS 


60  F 


S 
S/L 


26,U5  F 
37,172  D 
107,120  ABCDF 


BC 
F 
A 
D 


U  AF 


10  S 
S 


58,900 

NOS 
6 
9/^,000 

5,415 
23,359 
15,000  AF 

5,770  F 
26  A 
88,206  DF 

7,000  D 

5,000  D 

126,315  ACDF 

21,610  ACF 

58,901  AFI 


185,000  S 

520,000  S 

M 

S 

1,200  M 
S 

75,000  IS 
200,000  M 
300,000  M 

15,000+ 

425,000  S 

85,000  M 

75,000  S 

375,000  3 

150,000  M 

S 


11,000  B 
39,052  D 


120,000  S 
580,000  S 


605  F 

120  AD 
1,900  ABCDF 
NOS 

679  F 
NOS 


57,797  DF 


275,000  M 


38,430  ACF 


245,000  M 


15,600  F 

219  A 

135  D 

2,010  AF 

2,100  D 

448  D 
4,950  D 
1,370  E 

74  ACD 
NOS 
26,542  EF 


8,500  S 
1,780  L+ 

L 

18+ 

..   S 

250  M 

3,200  M 

3,500  S 

25,000  L 

6,000+ 

12,000  S 

22,000  M 

9,300  L 

1,500  S 

125  L 


NOS 


Total. , 


214 


679,945 


U6,279 


1,220,000 


56,752 


NOS 


15  M 


STATE 


PECCARY 
(JAVELINA) 


Kill 


Alaska  * 

Arizona 

California... 

Colorado 

Hawaii  «• 

Idaho 

Kansas 

Montana 

Nebraska 

Nevada 

New  Mexico.. . 
North  Dakota. 

Oklahoma 

Oregon 

South  Dakota. 

Texas 

Utah 

Washington. . . 
incoming 


3,098 


NOS 

NOS 


1,200  BC 


Total....  4,298 


Pop. est. 


12,000  S 


25  L 
2,000  S 


125,000  M 


139,025 


BIGHORN 
SHEEP 


Kill 


19  F 

25  ABCDF 

59  F 

60  F 

36  D 
2  AF 

NOS 


NOS 
NOS 
59  AF 


260 


Pop. est. 


3,400  S 
2,000+S 
S 


2,800  S 
550  S 


70  M 


25  S 
150  S 


MOUNTAIN 
GOAT 


Kill  Pop. est. 


125  C 

57  F 
240  F 

NOS 
191  F 


613 


20  S 
250  S 


5,000  S 


AMERICAN 
BISON 


Kill  Pop. est. 


NOS 
150  A 


NOS 


50  C 
16  A 

NOS 


216 


400  S 
335  L 


300  M 

200  S 

50  S 


! 


*  Additional  species : 

Kill     Pop. est. 
Alaska 

Brown  bear  400  C  ..  S 
Dall  sheep  500  C  ..  S 
Barren  ground 

caribou    13,500  ABC  450,000  M 


500  ABCD   3,200  M 


Hawaii 
Axis  deer 
Hawaiian  wild 

boar  10,000  ABCD  100,000  L 
Feral  goat  5,000  ABCD  40,000  S 
Feral  sheep  2,400  ABCD  7,000  S 
Feral  cattle  50  BC  200  L 
Mouflon  sheep   NOS         40  M 


G.  Minnesota:  Black  bear  not  on  protected  list;  difficult  to  determine  kill. 

H.  Mississippi:  Correction,  Wildlife  Leaflet  411,  wild  turkey  kill  975. 

I.  White-tailed  deer  - 

Louisiana :  Kill  on  10  game  management  areas  only  in  1959-60  season. 
Nebraska:  Population  estimate  is  included  with  that  of  mule  deer. 
New  Hampshire :  Kill  includes  412  by  accident,  but  does  not  include  an 

estimate  of  800  not  reported, 
looming ;  Kill  is  included  with  that  of  mule  deer. 

+  Population  estimate  - 

California:  Bighorn  sheep  2,000-2,500.  Pronghom  antelope,  minimum 

count  (aerial  census). 
Hawaii :  Pronghorn  antelope  and  wild  turkey  introduced. 
Minnesota:  Moose,  1,400  Superior  National  Forest;  1,626  Red  Lake  Refuge 

tabulated  in  State  Parks  and  Refuges,  page  4.  Minimum  count. 
New  Hampshire:  Moose  60-70.  Black  bear  700-900.  European  wild  boar  20-30. 
New  York :  All  population  estimates  are  minimum. 
North  Dakota:  White-tailed  deer  70,000-80,000.  Mule  deer  15,000-20,000. 

Pronghom  antelope  6,000-7,000. 
Washington:  Bighorn  sheep  32  (fenced). 
W^isconsin;  White-tailed  deer  500,000-700,000.  Black  bear  2,000-5,000. 


PART  3.--Foreign  Species,  1959 


STATE 

EUROPEAN 
WILD  BOAR 

BARBARY 
SHEEP 

Kill 

Pop. est. 

Kill 

Pop. est. 

California 

New  Hampshire.. 

New  Mexico 

North  Carolina. 

Tennessee 

Texas •......•.* 

100  C 
20  BC 

30  E 
150  AD 

...  S 

20+S 

300  S 
600  M 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

35  AF 

500+S 

•  •  • 

160  M 

State  Pks.,etc. 
New  Mexico. . . 
Texas 

•  •  • 

50 
40 

Total 

300 

X 

35 

750 

PART  4.-Estimates  of  Numbers  on  National  Parks,  National  Wildlife  Refuges,  State  Parks  and  Refuges,  and  Other  Areas,  1959 


AREA 

National  Parks 

Acadia. 

Big  Bend 

Bryce  Canyon.... 
Carlsbad  Caverns 

Crater  Lake 

Everglades 

Glacier 

Grand  Canyon.... 

Grand  Teton 

Great  Smoky  kits. 

Isle  Royale 

Lassen  Volcanic. 
Mammoth  Cave.... 

Mesa  Verde 

Mt.  McKinley.... 

Mt.  Rainier 

Olympic 

Hatt 

Rocky  Mountain. . 
Sequoia-Kings. . . 

Shenandoah 

Wind  Cave 

Yellowstone 

Yosemite 

Zion 


MOOSE 


120 
225 
600 


ELK 


raiTE-TAILED 
DEER 


..R 
..R 
..R 

2,ii00 

550 


70 
5,000 

665 


130 
..A 


50 

300 

150 

2,000 


MULE  DEER 


350 

4.00 
UO 


350 
800 
250 


BLACK  BEAR 


420 


300 


25 


GRIZZLY 
BEAR 


130 


180 


PRONGHORN 
ANTELOPE 


245 
400 


BIGHORN 
SHEEP 


160 


225 


MOUNTAIN 
GOAT 


720 


325 


AMERICAN 
BISON    PECCARY 


2D 


370 
800 


300 


National  Monu- 
ments, etc.l/. 


(a) 


(d) 


A  -  R 


C  -  R 


(a)  R 


(a) 


(b) 


(c)  R 


(a) 


(d) 


(e) 


National  Wild- 
life  Refuges.. 


7,351 


9,921 


47,742 


44,758 


1,073 


8,892 


2,511 


2/  111 


1,974 


525 


State  Parks  & 
Refuges. . . 

Arkansas  3/ 

Idaho 

Illinois 

Indiana 

Kansas 

MinnesoT^a 

Nebraska 

New  Hampshire. . . 

New  Mexico 

North  Dakota.... 

Oklahoma 

South  Dakota.... 

Texas 

West  Virginia. 3/ 

Total  -  State 
fks.  &  Refuges 


1,626 


12 

33 
15 

•  • 

10 


y :: 


40,000 

150 
50 


12 
50 

8,000 

1/:: 

1,500 


30 
2 


25 


1,200 


y 


25 


25 


50 


35+ 

10 
9 


300 

•  • 

23 


1^100 


1,626 


70 


49,762 


1,227 


57 


75 


54 


1,425 


10 


1,800 


1,810 


Estimate  of  relative  abundance :  A  -  abundant.  C  -  common. 


R  -  rare. 


1/  National  Monuments,  National  Recreation  Areas  and  Parkways ; 

(a)  Glacier  Bay:  moose,  R;  black  bear.  A;  grizzly  bear,  C;  mountain  goat,  C. 
Katmai :  moose  and  grizzly  bear,  C.  Oregon  Caves :  black  bear,  C. 

(b)  Badlands,  100.  Dinosaur,  A.  Petrified  Forest,  T.  Roosevelt,  and  Wupatki,  C. 

(c)  Death  Valley,  560.   Dinosaur,  100.   Lake  Mead  N.R.A.,  C. 

(d)  Colorado  N.M.  :  elk,  20;  bison,  24.   Blue  Ridge  fky.  :  elk,  40. 

(e)  Organ  Pipe,  C.  Saguaro,  250.  Tonto,  15- 

2/  Kenai  Natl.  Wildlife  Refuge:  also  75  brown  bears;  928  Dall  sheep. 

3/  State  Parks  &  Refuges  : 

~     Wild  turkey  -  Arkansas,  2,000;  West  Virginia,  500.   Texas  -  a  few  elk,  black  bear,  and  bison.   Number  of  white-tailed  deer 

unkncnm. 
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